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Quick Facts:Quick Facts:Quick Facts:Quick Facts:
Walking Time w/o Stops: 45 minutes; Total Time 

w/Pictures: 2-3 hours. Elevation: You’ll gain about 50’ of 

elevation when you walk up Harrison St. Notes: There are 

three parking decks worth visiting for rooftop views – all have 

elevators. Earlier in the day the sun will be coming from the 

lower right-hand corner of the map; afternoon sun will be from 

the upper left-hand corner. Carry enough water – and 

remember – there’s a vending machine outside of Kelly Seed 

on Hamilton. Restrooms: Can be found on the river side of 

the Gateway Bldg.
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Here we Go!Here we Go!Here we Go!Here we Go!
1.Welcome to the foot of Main St. Find the clock 

tower in front of the Spirit of Peoria Landing. 

That’s your start/finish point. Proceed SW 

beneath the restaurant pad along the river. 2.

Look behind you for views of the Spirit of Peoria 

(it might be out) and the I-74 / Murray Baker 

Bridge. 3. Ahead of you lies the Bob Michel
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Bridge. You’re going to pass numerous 

Preston Jackson sculptures on this walk –

see how many you can find. Also, take a 

short detour down to the floating docks on

the river – some of the best shots happen down on the water. See if you can find the 

Manitowoc Submarine Memorial on the riverfront – and the unique map  on the  floor of the 

raised pavilion in tiny Liberty Park. Every Saturday morning in the summer, visit the 

Riverfront Market between Harrison and Liberty Streets in the big parking lot across from the 

Illinois Antique Center. From the Riverfront Market, look to the west to see the gentrified 

building known as 401 Water. The water tower and neon “401” sign make for a wonderful 

night image. Head up Harrison St. (northwest). When you cross Washington, stop in at the 

Peoria Art Guild (203 Harrison). The gift shop is open most days from 10am to 5pm. Check 

out the old Cohen Furniture Bldg on the east side of Harrison too. 4. When you reach the 

corner of Adams and Harrison, take a look at the interesting lines and light play on the City 

Link Transfer terminal. Continue up Harrison until you reach Jefferson St., and you get your 

first view of the Peoria Civic Center. 5. Want a unique perspective on the PCC? Hike to the 

top of the parking deck pictured here (find the yellow door on Jefferson St., near the drive up 

ATMs). This is another popular nighttime shot – especially when there’s an event going on at 
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at the Civic Center (6). Make your way down to Jefferson St., 

and after noticing the newest Preston Jackson piece adorning 

the side of Carver Arena, stop at the city-owned parking deck 

across from the PCC Carver Arena entrance.  7. Taking the
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elevator to the top of this deck affords you a great view of the Twin Towers (8) -

and with a little less keystoning then from on the ground. After you come down, 

sneak across the street and explore the  lawn in front of City Hall (9). There’s 

always an interesting picture of Nita Sunderland’s sculpture of Cedric the Sea 

Dragon. Then head  down either side of City Hall to the PCC Courtyard.  

Ronald Bladen’s iconic sculpture Sonar Tide (10) 

dominates the courtyard and good shots abound. 

Also – find the clock that has Peoria’s sister cities 

listed on it (Friedrichshafen, Clonmel, & Benxi).

Take a Deep BreathTake a Deep BreathTake a Deep BreathTake a Deep Breath
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The courtyard is a great place to put your feet up 

for a few minutes and to catch your breath. While 

you’re resting, take a gander across the street – at 

the corner of Fulton and Madison – at the beautiful 

Sacred Heart Church. When you’re ready, walk 

down Madison toward Main St., behind the Twin 

Towers and the blue-windowed Becker Building. 

1. Peoria Flickr Group – a group in 

Central Illinois geared to promoting 

social interaction between 

photographers of all levels. And we 

take lots of photowalks. 

(http://flickr.com/groups/peoria)

2. Central Illinois Photoblog – a blog 

dedicated to education and photo 

happenings in Central Illinois. 

(http://escapesphoto.wordpress.com) 

3. Peoria Camera Club – An ageless 11
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Towers and the blue-windowed Becker Building. 

When you get to Main St., take a detour and head
seven levels up to the top of the Commerce 

Bank Parking Deck (elevator in west corner 

just off the intersection). 11. A great view of 

the Pere Marquette Hotel awaits – and frankly 

some of the best highwire views in all of

downtown Peoria can be spotted from up there. 

Riding the glass-backed elevator back down (12)

also provides some interesting perspectives on the 

city. When you come back down, check out the 

detail on the exterior of the Madison Theatre, and 

then make your way down Main St., back to
Jefferson, crossing to the Peoria County Courthouse. 13. The first stop at the Courthouse is at John 

McClarey’s Lincoln Draws The Line sculpture at the corner of Main and Jefferson. Follow around 

behind the fountain, and get back on Main St. Some of the most famous old buildings in Peoria stand 

in that block, like the Apollo Theatre. And if you’re hungry – and you’ve timed it right – stop at “The 

Nut House” for some instant carbo-loading. Head down the stairs behind the Courthouse for a 

genuine Peoria surprise. 14. The Japanese Gardens at the foot of the stairs are completely 

unexpected and worth photographically exploring. 15. Head back to the courtyard and take in 

Frederick Triebel Soldiers and Sailors Monument before heading over to the east side of the square. 

Turn your back for one moment for another wonderful view of Peoria (16) and then take in the more 

recent World War I and II Memorial across from Caterpillar’s World HQ (17). Cross Adams St. at 

Hamilton, and work your way down the home stretch – back to Water Street – and the Gateway 

Building at the foot of Hamilton. Pass under Bob Emser’s hanging sculpture,Recognition Moon , and 

check out the Marshall Plaza fountain (18) and the return to the river. Head past the  Landing

concert area and the CEFCU Center Stage 

and the Start/Finish Clock Tower will appear. 

Welcome back – you made it.

Check out ArtsPartners’ wonderful article 

on all of downtown Peoria’s sculpture: 

http://artspartners.net/index.php?section=47

3. Peoria Camera Club – An ageless 

wonder – meeting many times a 

month from September to May each 

year. A great seminar every March. 

(http://peoriacameraclub.com) 

4. Peoria Art Guild – Lots of outstanding 

photography classes. 

(http://peoriaartguild.org)


